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Preface

edition was published irMay of 2009, and copie were given tdd a z echildren and
grandchildren The second edition was published in January of 2019, and copies were
given to her, her sons, and the nurses who cared for her at the Mennonite Home, with the hope
that the copies in herroormdthenurse 6 of f i c e wo whHodhe Was tthe peloder s h o w
who caredor and visited hewhen she was no longer able to do so in conversation.

This isthethrdedi ti on of Haz el dmrsNovemnbergf 2GBpTheyfirst p u b | i

Themain part of thidookis based on an interviefnom 2002 Additional informationhas
beenfoundsince thenin lettersHazel ancherhusbandHarvey, exchangedbefore their marriage
itemsfromthe cedar chesivhere Hazel kept important mementosnd stories told to us by Hazel
and her sister RuthThe quotes have been editedré@adability. Things thathappenedince 2002
have been written as well as we remember them.

To preserve Hazel s voi ce, nwdids. Myemmotationse xt o f
are in italics.

Why this Projectwas Started

When |, Cynthia, was in tmid grade, my classates ad | wrotebiographies of people in a nursing

home near our school. That project really meant a lot to me, and | wanted to do it with my own
grandmother My momand | got the interview questions najass had usk andwe interviewed

my grandnotherwith them the following summer. | set the project aside for years, but finished
writing a biography in 2009 and gave it to Gr

Looking back on the biography in 2018etided taclean up the writing and add stories
we had learned over thyears. Ith nk t hat i tés i mportant to tel!]l
of myi andall her descendd 8 Beritage. | want to preserve those stories as well as ltean,
honor Gr an dheranpact oh othiersNova thatlmy brother and havechildren of our
own, | want to be able to tethemthese stories and githema glimpse of théife their great
grandmother hafl how different it was back therand howsimilarit wasin manyways

A Few Brief Thanks
| would like to thank a few people fdheir help with this project

Annie Disher, my sistan-law, finishedthe copyediting

Daniel Ebymy brother,supported theproject from the beginningndhelped proof tis
edition.



Helen Eby my mom,got the questions from my teacher, transcribed the tapes
interview was recorded on, encouraged me to finally write the first ediéiodreviewedlater
editions.

Lawrence Eby, my greaicle andHa z e | & sin-law, sharédehis memories of my
grandfather Harvey. | really appreciate that, since my gedihef died lefore | could ever meet
him.

Joanna Leyymy third-grade teachernnspired this project Without the project she
organizedn elementary schoghis biography would never have been dreamed of.

Nathanael Sleightmy husbandgaveme time and sace to thnk about this andwas
supportive of my work.
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Roads

Written bRRachel Figidund il a z e | d-avorite ®peyns Qitfan
New (edHelen Ferris)

A road night lead to anywheii@
To habor towns or quays,

Or to a witchds pointed house

Hidden by bristly trees.
't might | ead past the tail
Where he sews with needle atitread,

Or by Miss Pim the millinerd

With her hatsfor every head.

It might be a road to a great, dark cave
With treasure and gold piletligh,

Or a road with a mountain tied to its end,
Bluehumped against the sky.

Oh, a road might lead you anywhiér
To Mexico or Maine.

But then, it might just fooyou, andi
Lead you bdchome again!

Psalm 23

New Living Translation

The LorDis my shepherd;have all that | need.

He lets me rest in green meadotwsteads me beside peaceful
streamsHerenews my strength.

He guides me along right pathsinging honor to his name.
Even vhen | walkthroughthe darkest valley,will not be afraid,
foryou are close beside me

Your rod and your staffrotectandcomfort me.

You prepare a feast for nmethe presence of my enemies.
You honor me by anointing my headtwoil. My cup overflows
with blessings.

Surely your goodness and unfailing love pultsue me all the
days of my life, and | will live in the housfehe LORDforever.

0sS

door



Introduction

azel Ebymy grandmothertaught memany thingsover the yearsShe aught me to
embroider, quilt, and bake, but the most important thing | learned fromihéve.

Genuine care and concern for othera threadhatrant hr oughout Gr andmabo

we sawit even at the endVhen she hearthat her sistefin-law Mary &ne hagassedway, she
wanted to know how the family was doing. When her brother Irvin passed away, she again
expressed concern for those left behind.

Grandma& s tbuchecethe hearts of many over therge&he cadedeeply abousll her
children and gandchildrenand alwagtook an interest in our livedVithout even realizing it, ke
touched the hearts of young peopldrairview Mennonite Churchwhere shavasa member all
her life (One young womain the choirfor the annualChristmaspageantemaked that she was
a really sweet woman, and Grandma was surprisedtiigayoung woman evadaticed her)

Grandmawas an independentninded woman She went to hgh schogleven though
money was tightand fewyoung peoplé especially girl8 from her communityattended high
school at the time Shealways liked to learn how to use new things, like typewritersl an
computers. She raised her boys as a smgha, workng in office jobs to support them. She liked
her work so much that she used to tell us she wasrrgmiag to retire!

This isGr a n dstoey.dtss toldfirst by her, in aconversation with me fror2002,and
then by me, filling in the period since then. The text is filled out with other stories | have

encountered over the yearand thingsmy mom Helen Ebyhas posted on Grand

hazelebyupdate.wordpress.comThisisthe $ or y o f G rheriow,naadhesleatningf e ,
that happened along the way.



The Interview

Boshart Gergndghgrew up during the Gegatessigkt that timshe already had a-yeae

old brother, Iniaroy and a epearold sister, Evelyn Mavia.was born on August 17, 1920, and
Evelyn was born orukgb26, 1®2Vhen Hazel was two years old, her sister RotriHeRebuay
9, 1926. When she was five, her brother Clarence Ralph joined the faimitizeomdelesiiftE328.
new arrivgBvelyn diefiB i g h t & 928 dshostly afise eentetted first gradehe next child to join
the family wad aura Betin July 15, 198@&MHazel was seven yeafdteid_aura camerman C on
November 30, ,188&he lasiabyvas Dean Edwdrorion December 28, i9i&h Hazel was eleven years
old.

I Iazel Arlene Gélater HazEby)wvas born on March 4td @8istiandBradGerig and Ida Ellen

The family livenl a faroffHighway 2€asof Albay, Oregan an area known as the Cottonwoods
It wasa smadommunity, wétlilance haljrocergtoreand a service station

Can you desdbe your childhood home?

There were seven of us kids, and we livedlittl@ house It had four bedroonis two bedrooms
upstairs, two bedrooms downstaiisand a living rooma kitchen and a big pantryW e hada

little porch on the front of the housanda big porch, the lengtof thehouse on the side of the
house.

Ruth told us later that they had a closet dioenfmasted wood in thehmagmshared, which
the family used as a gueShbayis made satgthh e st s ma d e tohoeki rdsionotngid ttoo
names!

W e had well water, and it was good wateverybody liked our water, and when we had
it tested, it tested pure, almost sterile, so it was kingdpécial. We didn't think of it at the time
because kids don't think about thgs like that We had a pump on the porch. We'd brush our
teeth out theré@ we'd do everything out there. We didn't take a bath out there, but it was kind
of our bathroom where weombed our haiandbrushed our teethFor a toilet, we had whawe
called a bekhouse, aittle way from the house.

We always had a dog, and we had lots of.¢étd a whole lot of them at the same time,
but we always had cats and dogs. Irdichave anyne special pet, bwte had one kind of funny
pet, it was aéantamrooster.This little chicken slept in the houseour house, not the chicken
house It slept inour house perched on the rungaathair at night. And we had one special little
dog. It was jst a little dog, but it was a real cute little dog, and we liked it a lot.dtil go out
in the chicken house, and it would get an egg out of the nest and bring it in the house in its mouth.
| don't know how it got it into its mouth out of the nest. Maglone of us kids put it in its mouth,
but it carried it to the hous&vithout breaking it!



Her best friends as a childeweoeisivg.e lived quite a few migeaparfi it was too far to
walk, anywayi and we would get together probably every week. If wentligo to their house,
they came to our houséhere were two families that dithis.

What wereyour favorite familyactivities?

| always liked to play softball. I still would like to if | could. What else did | like to play? We
played tag and wplayed hide and seek, and | don't know what else we played, probably a lot of
games.

When | was a ld, there were seven of us and we had our own baseball| tadnone of
our dogs liked to play ball with us. He usedcatch the ball, and maybeeaven mad his teeth
bleed, but he likd to catch the ball and leally did a good jol®ur neighbors wouldome down
sometimesand sometimes some of the young fellows at church would come and play ball at our
house, and Dad used to play ball with us.

They alsi&éd to play table games as a family Resliebrtlyeend rumnfiormany years after
the, up through Bmghtieshe still loved to Rk and tile rummy. At family reunions, there was always a
table witheople playorge or ather of these games.

Did you have any chores?

| had to do my outside chordanilked the cows, cleaned otlie barn, fed the chickens, got the
eggs, stacked wood the woodshed, and split woodt Aarvest time | drove the tractghocked
the hay andhe grain, and hoed the corn and the gardé&ere was always something to do.

When | was a kidl specificallyremember this large garden we h&de di dndt h a:
running water, as | said, and we would carry buckets of water to the different plants and water
them that way. It was a tedious jobnd| guess it didnd®dtt aultdlt usf b
remembecorrectly, we always had a good gamd

During jobs the yarike hanging the launatty dryiHazeind Ruth would trade off who was doing
chores and who was making up stories from old newspapemieadiisbgthey fou

| helped to make theneals, | baked a lot of breddvashed the dishes at the table, and |
swept and scrubbed the floor. Every Saturday we scrubbed the floor and washed the svindow
inside and out. And what else? | sewed anadle quilts, moréhan one, andidon't know what al
| did. On the weekends, when | was in high school and in grade sef®oleaned the housend
washed the windows inside and oaind we had linoleum on all the floors

Of course we got to playV e didn't work all he time.

What did you do in the summe?

Every summer when | was old enougbicked strawberries, raspberriebeansand hopsWe
started doing that when | was in grade school. We picked strawberries at different places.




We didn't get to keep the moneyenmadé we had to give it to our parésii butit helped
us to buy our school clothe®Ve were able to keejgn percentof what we made which, to
someone Wo had never had any moness quite a bit! | remembeneparticular thingl bought
with my moneyand that wasa watch. | had always wardea watch, so | bought a watch.

When we were done with all the pickingve would always go out to the coase
generally went with my cousins the Roth bagsd sayed a couple of days sw. We did that
every yealWhen the kids were yahegemom mtewith them, but as they got older she stayed home. Tha
was hervacatidawas a real Ohome body. o

We had a threshing machin@enerally we had the neigbors help and of coursé®ad
would help the neighbord remember us kids going out there and @ahg the goings on and
sitting on the sack pileW e would watch the fellows sew up the sacks, which they did real neat
and real fast, and it was realitteresting to watch that sackile grow. Of course, they used the
horses a lot in the harvesting. Theguld be hooked to a wagon and go in the fialtithe men
filledthe wagons with bundles arttlrew the bundles into the theshing machineThethreshing
machine would blovthe strawout one end and we'd end up with a nice big straw stack, and the
grainwould come out a chute and the m&auld put up sacks to catch the grain. Today it's very
different and | wouldn't think it would be near as much fun.

Summer evenings were oftentsistand the memories remained vivid into her sskeaties. When
to imagine a warm summer evening outside, she di&wahdoditiese? | probably heard crickets
and the frogsroaking. We lived right alongighway 20and | remember we udéo lie out in the
yard and Dad would lie with us and we would lookila stars come out. | remember that like it
was last night.

Besides trips to the coast, Hazel and her family often went into the mownt@mscddiavhat is no
State Parkhey hadsoda water, but now they have the wells topped. We liked to go theee on
Sunday, and we would take bottleg/e had a bottle capper, and we'd fill mayi® dozen
bottles with soda water anthkethem home and enjdliemfor as long atheylasted.| gues we
all liked soda water.

Did you ever get into troubleor injured?

| remember one thing I did. | told a lie. My folks asked me if | had gattierextygs and | told
them | had, and | hact. The reason | told them | haglas because we had lice in the ckén
house and they would get on us and | hated that. | don't rementieioutcome of that, but |
think | probably got a spanking.

| remembeione timewhen we were out visiting the Roths. As we were traveling home
Laura fell out of the caram not exatty sure what happened ther&®mebody said the other day
that we turned around andwvent to see the doctor in Lebanon, Dr. Irvine, but | am not sure we
did. It kind of seems like we had him come out to the housgwvay, she came out of it OK.
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| remembertie big huge barn door on rollers fell on Clarence, and he came ocait Okih
too.

Another time, Clarence swallowed a marble. Mom put her finger down his throat and
pulled it out. Instead of pushing it down fartheshe actually pulled it out. That was #fatult
time. | even remember what we had for supper that mighdtato soup.

How did you celebrate holidag?

| don't remember what we did on Thanksgiving, and on Christmas we generally didn't do very
much. | evenamember one Christmas when we butchei®at holidays were never a bigne

with us. | remember on theokrth of July Dad always bought some firecrackers for us and
sometimes we bought a skyrocket or twidhat was kind of interestingOn Valentine's Day we

had a big Valentine's box at school dhdt was an interesting ever®®n Mother'sDay we didn't

do anything. Mgbe there wasn't even a MotheBsy when | was a little girl! There probably

wasn't.It kind of seems like we dyed some eggs around Easter,bu candt even be s

Let metell you about our Christmases. Todkigs are given so many things @hristmas.
At our housegifts were very sparse. | remember that Dad always bought some candy and nuts
andon the evening before Christmas whenever it wasve would divide trem We had seven
sacks and we would sort the nuts so that each one gosdrae amount, and the same with candy.
And we never had ardecorations upThe only Christmas tresd remember us havingerewhat
we had forour school Christmas prograsach yealW e generally took that tree home and that
was our Christmas tree.

At schal we had a Christmas program, and | think we had some pretty good programs.
Our teacher, Mrs. Pugh, put on some good progiiams had some play and we had songd/'e
enjoyed it a lotand we drew names, and | don't remember what | got. One thing | remégite
was a black and white necklace, and it really was very pretty. One year our teacher gave each of
the girls a little colored elephant @nchairfi it was a necklace, actuaflyandthat was pretty. |
still have that today. | thinka couple of the legseabroken off. Dad always went to our school
program. Mom never did. She was really a-atdyome mothershe just didn't care about things
like this.

At the end of the school year Wad a picnic, and we generally had a softbafigavith
some other scha in the district, and we generally did that throughout the year. We had softball
games where we would go to the other school or they would come to our school and those were
always geat times.

We never celebrated birthdays at alle were glad if our bthday passed and nobody
thought about it, because what they did on our birthdays is they spankdfiws weretwelve,
they spanked us witltwelve swats! We were glad when they fotgaur birthday! | don't know
how old | waswhen| had my first birthday ake | think | was in my twentiesWe never had
birthday cakesas kids
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What was grade school like?

Hazel attended LakasiadeSchoolDistrictNumber 1,1dfirst through eigbthde It was a emm®m
schoolhoysdth only one teacher for thesehodhe was taught by Bi@ealnhart in first grade, Velma

Boyle in second and third(gheedskipped the second half of second grade and the first hatf of third grad
Frances Pugh in fourth to eiglgii drasley d i d n 0 hut theyadiddavea cpunty supeningeradént who
showed up every once in a while.

Hazel d oee sfavorite sulffectngradd schbat she always enjoyed aeddspglling
In 1935 and 1936, she padicipatt h e Or e gLeagysm@vhighdcabndiegriottieficdiits shk
receivesh® r ead, each nomda hbodk tshel esactheod If ryeemri,t s |
filed a report wthe libraryn 1932, she also got a diploma for excellent spelling.

| did not like history, but | think I liked all the othesubjects. | don't think | had a favorite.
History was hard, and | remember | hafidulty with arithmetic. We had some homework then,
not a lot, and | remember taking some arithmetic homework hdae helped me with that, and
it was very difficult for me. | remember crying about that. It was so,lardt just seemed like |
couldn'tunderstand what was going on.

We didn't have gym in grade school. We had recesses. We had a recess in the, merning
hada recess in the afternegand we had an hour for lunch.

What was high school like?

| know | really wanted to go to high scho@Vhen | went to school, we di
farther thaneighthgrade. If we did, we wanted to. And | wanted to ghier, but we were kind

of poor. We were raised during tReepression and t here just wasndot any
| beggedhardandhey | et me ditdhat tihe) thre fagnilyshad tol paydor tde school bus to
high school.

Ha z e Irité shingfinchigloschool was her studiefasdgeapllyg, followed closely by typing and
shorthan&he worked hard enough barshtnat slen a competitiorthat subjesggonsored by the
Esterbrook Pen CompBaeypracticdtbrthanagoaiionat homaorking n  an ol d chi |l dr er
hers where she also colored in pictures and marked poems she memorized

Her least favorite thing was gyess the reason | didn't like gym is because my parents
wouldn't let me weashorts in gymAll the girls wore shortsexcept one othe other girls from
our church and meSo the teacher let us wear dressdéshad tobe a special dress for gym and
not something we wore to our classége were the only ones, andt wa s n 6tojusnbec h f un
a loner in the gym department.

| had never been in a school before where | went to different réomtee different
subjects. ike | said, elementary school was just a-mwn schoolhousespthe first few days in
high schol were kind of scary because dha@ever been used to anything like that



12

She graduated in,1@4én she was seventeen lyegst@dks to the faeit tshe had graduated
from high schtt@iHazel wéaterable to get office jobs wheah tsheuipport her family aftey iderde

What did you do after high school?

Having a car was very important to Hazel afterlhighlsehbelindeleat and get to work on tes own
well adrive her brothers to wioek they need@&xtiting was nothing new to Hazababtieagot started
learning to drive when she was a Wittergiter dad held her on his lap andthet bav\8tearshe was
older, she also drove the tractor.

After | graduatedfrom high schogll worked at diffeent places for a whilel. did
housework for different one$ worked at a cannery pkeg tomatoes for a short whilend |
applied to work at tle court house for the tax collecting season, so | worked there through tax
collecting | enjoyed that and they wanted me to staylmut | had found another job that | would
start working at when the tax collecting was overhi$ other job was for a colliéeg agency, and
this was called the ALC@djusting Bureau | worked thereuntil | was married on August 31,
1947.

In the letters shelsarvey, Hazel tells more about heratttiaittene. She sure keptibresysd
a paragraph from a Eteesent on March 14, 1946.

C‘These last twaveeks (orweek and a half) have just been what you might

cdla 6ni ght mar e. 0d:pdres,e/alleyBallgames) etcaatco u n
|l dm so sl eepy | Tchaeny ohraer dhl ayv isntga ya naow ahkeer. '\
game Friday night, but | know someone that
miss the game. | went to one last week. It was the first tiplayed Valley Ball
for about 6 years. We had our literary last night. Mondayht, the literary
program commitééi which includes m& made out programs until about
12:00. Last Saturday morning we got up atf:8@ folks and mywo youngest
brothers wentto Washington to see my sister Ruth and her husband. They
really made a longsit. They were back Monday night a100. Ha.

Hazel 6s masayoungmauthr e maht sharch. She was i nv
(the literary she mesmadove), music, and the library. She coordinatedc spatiatimasiich
occasionalt herscrambling at the last minute to fill a part when someone got sick. She even gave a
about nonresistance at the Mennonite Youth C8#éerence in 1

How did you meet your husband?

Oh, it was kind of aoundabout way. My cousin Melvin Gerigas in CP&ampwith Harvey
during the war In World War ICPSCivilian Public Servoahps were wherscientious objectors
worked when they wereldnastead of going to ghtegnd Melvin watea camp Belton, Miana,
neaGlacier National Park.
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They came out here on fudgh, and Melvin got Harvey and me togethee Went out to
the coast together with another couple, and | don't remanablet that happened that daye
also had a pie social or a box social le/iMelvin and Harvey were here, and | took a crazy box
that was wrapped up in the Sunday Funni®8hy | did such a crazy thing | don't know, but
Harvey bought my baxt was the n&t day that we went out to the coast

Thenthey went back taCamp, in Monta®a, and we wrote after that. And then in March
of @7, Harvey came out to visit and he stayledvas that same year that we were married on
August 3% of 1947.

Hazel savaliitheetters she and Harvey exchanged between February of 1®B/ahdyMarch of 1
mostly talk aboheir livesnd activities, and sometimes Harvey talks about wanting a reliable car and to b
to drive to Oregon. Judging by their letted#tentladsh told her children and grandbbildidarvey
they hadgaod friendsbglore they were mamabchealthy marriage for the few years Harvey was still alive.

They were marimea simple cererabRgirview Menner@hurch, whiezbwas twenfgurand
Harvey was twesi\We were marriedn church on a Sunday night and this was not announced
at all. It was just part of our Sunday night service. We each had one attendant. Nonédea r vey 6 s
family could behere. They were living irMichigan and they were rather poor, amohe of them
cameout for our weddhg. & Harveychose for his best man one of his friends, Truman BeckKler,
and | had my sister Laura for my attendant. Those were the only attendants we had

There were no flowers #re other than the orchid corsage that Harvey gave medo on
my weddingdresswhich was a simple stredength lace dresgnd we did not have a reception
after the service. We did habuthanincluded jespthei on | a
young folks. hat 6 s t he way t hi nygNick Biky nearried as de wiamthet h o s e
bishop of our church at that time

After we were married, we spent our wedding night at a cabin that my boss at that time
hadjust aboe CascaditpperSoda Wespent the night there, and then we went out to toast
and spent a short time there.

Where and when did you settle down and start a fantily

We drove my86 Chevy back to Michigan. | had never met his parents or any of Hig famdiwe
stayed back theréor a year plusDuring that timeHarvey worked for Bndix and | worked for
Studebaker Corporation in South Bend, Indiana. | worked there long enough that we were able
to buy a car at cost plus $5.00was a@8 Studebakerand| think it was aCommandr. It was

not the smallest one

We drove thatcar out to Oregon and set up housekeeping out here. First we lived on
Highway 20, at an old housEarvey worked for Ray Jacksd@aur neighbor wherl lived on
Highway?20as a kid, and | was pregnantwithodri r st baby. I dondt remer
worked forhim, but after a while he got work for a logging company, Willamette Industries.
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Our first baby was born on September 17, 1949, and she was stillborn. We maimed
Marie. This was a very difficult tima in our lives. We were living in Albany at that tinhéhink,
in a little old house next to a railroad track.

And then our next child was born, and this was a little boy who weighagoundsand
four ouncesW e ramed him Paul Christiamndhe was borron November 1, 1950.

The day befor® a ufirsbbgth day, his daddy was killed in a logging accidedf course
this changed our lives forevétarvey was thirty years old at that time, on October 31ell@a%, and Haz
tweny-eight. They had beeredharijust over four years. Hazel never reaiamgdaitbfal to Harvey
long after his death.

At the ti me (dias &bauttwemodtiss prdgnant with our next balbie
was born on May 31, 1952, and | named this baby David Harveyighedeght pounds and
four ounces

At that time, | wasliving with my parents out in the Crabtree area, where | was having a
house builton athree-quarteracre plot of land Dalad given meThey lived down quite a long
lane and my house was built up the road. lived in this house untill think, January of 1972
when | moved into Albany, where | am living today.

After Harvey was killed, | got a job working for my doctor ild&meon, Dr. Frank Girod,
where | did mostly bookeeping.l alsowrote the leters for the doctors, butny title was
bookkeeper.| started there in May or June of 1955, and | worked there for 20 years

What did you do after the boys left home?

| went into Voluntary Servicework through the MennoniteChurch (of which | wasand still an

a membeéerand | was sent to EImirdNew York, where | did a number of different things. My
favorite job there was wor ki ng Coonty E®QdnsionJ osep
Servicethe YMCA and the Red Crosdll of thisfi well, not all of ths, but most of this was

office work which| liked thenand stilldo.

Years after the original interview, Hazel remembered the time she worked in thechbspital ¢his w
there to help an old [ ady. &yt hwiarsg ,a ygaw ucduwl
rght! Then | worked in the pharmacy. That was

After she got back Yfoluntary Servidazel was 55 years oltdadralhard time finding la job.
dondt know how many i nter vi divalyfound ajebratheO8in , but
bookstore where | worked for a year or two, atiten | started working fothe Park Street Clinic
doing medical transcriptionThat is what | am still doing todayenjoy my work immensely. It is
very interesting.

Hazel ve@ommitteid serving hemlathurch as an adult, too. Putting her bookkeeping skills to goo
use, she was treasurer at Fairview well into her late seventies.
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| 6ve done a bit of travel through moest of |
been to Bme and Greece, HgyJordan, Israel twice, Switzerland twice, London, and the little
Principality of Lechtensteinwhich is located on th&hineRi v er . |l 6ve been to F
to Russi a, Pol and, prdbablyalakhougha ndd m ntohlovepkon sti t d tv
travel, especially overseas travel , Harrsister| 6 m t

Laura joined her on some of this ttaegtngmeed their time together.

Would you do anything differently if you could?

The most important decision | made in my life was when | thigeen, fourteenor maybdifteen

years of age, when | accepted Jesus as my Savior. This is the most important decisionranyone ca
make in life. Eternity is fewer.

| would be more atient with my boys, | would do more things with them, | would
encourage them and compliment them morehanthings that they have dorendl would never
let a day go by without telling them that | love them.

As for my work, when | was just a girl | wat to be aurse O course that never came
to be, but | am in the medical profession and | enjoy it ins@lgrif | were to do it over again |
would probably choose just what | am doing. | love my work and look forward to going to work
every day.

There wa one time wen | wanted to clerk in a store, be a dal#gin a store. But when |
was inVoluntary Senvce in Elmira, Mw York, andl worked in the hospital, | worked for a short
time in the gift shopActually, that was just kind of boring! Also, seveyaars bak | decided to
take Friday off from work and durinipat time | worked at theet CeteraShop in Lebanon, and
that waskindofb or i ng. It wasndt that busy, and you c:;
times.So | actually got a little expeence in terking, and | got that want satisfied and found out
it wasndét really aywwwmet hing | wanted to do

So, | really dondt think thereds anything
am al ways ready t o placeawhes| || dlwutwalndv ¢ ob geon mxcte
go to Alaska some tim&h o knows, ma thah somdayyShe actaatlid dod Alaska,
on a cruise00%r so

As for changes in our culture, there certainly have been d ttamgesSane d them
a r e nodrtculturenactually, but | would like to poirthemout. When | first started working in

a doctorodos office | was wusing a manual typewr
manual typewriter. Well, | graduated to an electiypewriter, which was a real change from the
manual, and now | dondt think.Wehdegverytiang by el e c
computer.

| feel like | have had a good life. | feel that God has blessed me over and over again. | have
mentioned thisnanytimes. | thinkthat God has been really good to me.
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After the Interview

years old. At that point, shbad major surgeryand moved into Quail Ru at the
Mennonite Villagein Albany. She hoped to be able to move back to her housg least
into more independent quarters in tiennonite Village, but that was not to be.

Q fter this interview,Hazelcontinued to live in her house in Albany until she was eigirtg

In Quail Run Hazel enjoyed playing bingo every waall making quilts for Riject Linus,
an organization that provides homemade blankets to children in need. Just like whesrsbe
at Fairview and went int&/oluntary Service, she wanted to get out and serve others.

Some of Hazel s omiQuall Rum asovdll,ral she adwasdileed deeing e d
them.Friends and communitwerealwaysan important part of her life.

Hazelloved reading books in the library, just like she had ever since she was a child. When
she moved out of Quail Rushe let the library havadl the books they wantkfrom her collection.

Eventually, after a few falls, Hazel needed more care than Quail Run was able to provide.
She moved to the Mennonite Horoe January 12, 2Q16®here shewvas cared forwell. The
transition washard at times, bupositive all around.

Her daughtetin-law HelenEbysaid this about Hazedn May 9, 201dyer a yeaafter she
moved into the Mennonite Home:

C‘Hazel loves spring. We go for walks with heound the Village, and she

just loves to see how different the plants look each weethdnvoods,

t here was a seaEagiefl iwh aetséshasdtalbleddr@ Ee:¢
Sunday,itwa$ ul | of what s h &Wepahed sentholdotesfna k e f | owe
them to take a bit athe outside back into her room.

Simple things like that make héappy. She likes to know her grandkids are
well , that people ask about heré She | i ke:c
friends too!

At this stage in her life, Wwas oftervery had to communicate wittHazel but shealways
kept the same heart. Shevéd to see friends and family, even if she daorénunicate clearly
She lovd to get outside and seiers. She cadedeeply about other peopiestill wanting to
be a good hostess, even tholgh physical abilities were reduce8healsocarel deeplyabout
what othersthought of het

Less than anonth dter shemoved into the Mennonite Homen Februay 5, 2016;elen
wrote this:
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NAs we spend time with Hazel, we are getting to know her better all the
time.

What are we seeing in Hazel?

o A woman who is lavays concerned for others. She is sweal an
speaks of dinners with friendmdof times of fellowhip with others.

o She always wants to look good and watches her appearance. She
looks great!

o Sheis akind and considerate person who loves to know whatig go
on. She does not retaliate when sloes not get her way, even when
she is tired.

o We see whatongs she likes, what songs touch her heart. Those are
the ones she singsé

o She reaches for her devotional guide, just to remember to spend time
with God.

When | grow up, | want to be like Hazel!

Finally,onOctober19of 2019, Hazel passed awal her life, she cared deeply about faith,
family, friends, and learning, and she always reached out to showSh®lered to €egreat
grandchildren from both of mesons andshebroughtjoy to manyHer life was comple, and it
was time to resaind rejoin her husbanéiarvey in Heaven
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Hazelds Obi tuary

o versions of Hapdituary wevattenThe first draft wadune of 20H8juested by Hazel and
approved by her, because she wanted peé&p@mwonid think of her after shiehpassanhd
draft was written later, when we wanted to turn the original into a oame Bothah@bit

reproduced her.

The First Version
One day, Hazel asked Cynthia and me how we would describeoheday She wante
to know what people would say about her. So Cynthia an#eédser what she would like us to
talk about. She said thievVho | am.What kind of life | hadWwh at | dWherdeonle@ve bee

| have been collecting her quotes in my journal when [ visithe so it wasndt h.

Knowing my mother was having surgery one of her heart valvedazelasked, often
OHow irs mpolher 26 She did not begrudge me the
Argentina.

When she was not able to attend Cynthiads
tell her sothe nextweek, hear d a guttur alughterrilwa nét fwat heder
her i mportant day! o

When she heard that her ,octHouws iinsé smys ocno uhsaidn 2d |
doing?6 She didnoét stop aski ngablemttAshivoodlhe saw

Her doctor, Dr. Petson, had graschildren. Every appointment had to end with her
seeing pictures of the grandchildren, and a report on how the children were doing.

But é washiarel?

Shewasquiet, thoughtful, independent. When | wassinger at the Fairview Christmas
pageant, one of thgoung women in the choir commented that Hazel was a really sweet woman.
| told Hazel that. Hazel was surprised anyone even knew she was there, but hearing that comment
made her day!

Her husband diedni a logging accident on the day befBra u | 0 s thday, whentsheb i r
was two months pregnant with David. She had to raise both boys on her own. She raised them
honoring Harveyds memory (Davidds middl e name
good marriage. They were not afraid td gearried when hey grew up, as some young people are
today. They turned out to be excellent husbands to their wives. Hazel raised excellent husbands.

She did everything with excellence. She won prizes for her bté¢lael State Fair. She won
a spelling awrd in school. Islewrote Gr e gg6s shorthand notes in st
award for shorthand in high school. She insisted on going to high selndshemade the most
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of her time there. When she had to male bwn living, she was respectedvedrk. She did
bookkeeping at her office, and was trusted as the church treasurer, and was even part of the
Constitution Committee at Fairview. She combined traditional home roles with workplace roles,
andshedid it all well.

She was thoughtful. | remembshopping forBi r vi ew baby showers w
think she missed any when she was able to attend! She had presents for the next Fairview
weddings on hand at her Quail Run home when she moved to the Mennonite Wrere
sending those to Daniel aftenda, for theihome. Hazel wanted it that way.

She loved her grandchildren. She made a twin bed quilt for every single grandchild. Those
will be prized, treasured possessions.

She traveled to see us every Christmakhanksgiving when we were in BostdBhe took
turns between Kansas and Boston. When she could not travel any longer, it was our turn to visit
her in Albany, and we did so joyfully.

Before that, she had travelled the world. She had traveled with friendisyitimfamily.
She attended Lawreec E b y 6 son fyomaredical tsahool in Michigan. She went back to
Michigan often when David and Paul were young. She traveled with Bernice and Laura. She went
to I srael, Eastern and Western Europe, Al aska

However, therip that made the greatest impaatas her Voluntay Service trip when she
was in heffifties. She loved to talk about that! Right after David graduated from college, she took
off to do some service herself. She went to Elmira, New York, and we h&ardsatif stories of
the friendships she developdidere. Her friends came to Oregon to visit. Some of them are still in
touch and have emailed or called to ask about her!

We didndt know much about what she had don
atthe Mennonite Home, sheo | d u s t VolurgarysSénacel warkedafat hospital. | was
there to take care of a grouchy old | ady. Sh
anything right! Then | worked in the pharmacy

The Obituary It self
March 4, 1928 October 19, 2019

Hazel Arlene Eby passed away in the Mennonite Home, at 96 years old. A daughter of
Christian Conrad Gerig and Ida Ellem$hart Gerig, she grew up near Crabtree and graduated
from Albany High School. She was a member of Fairview Mennonite Church all her life.

Hazel is survived by her siblings, Ruth Birky, Clarence Gerig, Laura Rhodes, Norman
Gerig and Dean Gerig. She i®asarvived by her sons, Paul and David Eby, and their children and
grandchildren.

She was preceded in death by her husband, Harvey; and her brother, Irvin.
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Hazel was thoughtful. She went to nearly every baby shower that she could attend at her
church. Sk already had presents for the next weddings when she moved out of her apartment.

Her husband died in a | ogging accident the
she was two months pregnant with David. She had to raise both boys on her owais8ti¢hem
honoring Harveyds memory, and they knew they

Hazel did everything with excellence. She won prizes for her bread at the State Fair. She
insisted on going to high school and made the most of her time there. She losedreerial
studies and even won an award for shorthand in high school.

When Hazel had to make her own living, she was respected at work. She did bookkeeping
at her office, was trusted as the church treasurer and was even part of the church constitution
committee. She combined traditional home roles with workplace roles and did it all well.

She loved her grandchildren. She made a twin quilt for every single grandchild, never
missed a birthday and kept in touch as much as she could.

Hazel went to Michigan to attend her brothen-I a w, Lawrence Ebyds g
medical school,andshetoo her boys there numerous times to

Hazel loved to travel, and the trip that made the greatest impact on her was going to
Voluntary Service in her 50s. Right after David graduated from college, she went to Elmira, New
York. Sore of the friends she made there were still in touch when she died!

Hazel 6ds heart for service was stil!] there
Project Linus, sent flowers to her nieces and nephews when her older brother died and tried to
take care of guests who visited her even when

We will remember Hazel for the love she showed us and everyone around her, as well as
for her faith in God.

The funeral service will be held at 11 a.m. on Saturday, Novemip&i®iatv Mennonite
Church with a graveside committal following at the Fairview Mennonite Cemetery.

AAsumDufour Funeral Home is handling the arrangements (www.aadufour.com )
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Appendix 1:A Few More Bits and Pieces

are things that Hazel hung onto, as memories of past events. They tell their own stories

Only so many stories can be told in this book, but | would like to inciufev moreThese

quite well, showing many facetd berlife.

Baking

Hazel loved to bake&she would even sit and read cookbooks just to rdlarse areecipesthat
she loved and passed to the next generation.

Crazy Cake
This recipe was given to Hazel by hmarents, in a ring binder cookbook they gawer for

Christmas in 1943t is an old Mennonite recipe, one her sons loved.

Put in 9x9 inch pan 2 or 3 inches deep

o O O O©o

(0]

1 % cupsifted flour
1 cup sugar

1 tsp. soda
3Thsp. cocoa
Yatsp. salt

Make 3 indentatios and put in:

(0]
(0]
(0]

1 tsp. vanilla
1Tbsp. vinegar
6 Tbsp. melted shortening

Pour over all:

(0]

1 cup cold water

Mix all together with fork, but do not beat. Bake at 350 degfeswenheitfor 2530

minutes.

English Muffins

This is a recipe Hazel made and showed at thegiaen heren the format she presited it in.

Ingredients:

O O 0O O O

1 cup milk

2 Tbsp. sugar

1 tsp. salt

Y4 cupmargaring¥ stick)
1 cup warm water
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0 1 package yeast
05 IJ cups unsi fHoerggboBtp b6 s Red Mi |l |
o Cornmeal

Scald milk. Stir in sugar, salt, andhrgarine Cool to lukewarm. Spmkle yeastmto warm
water in large warm bowl; stir until dissolved. Stir in lukewarm milk mixture. Add 3 cups of flour,
beat until smooth. Add enough addition&dudr to make soft dough. Turn out onto lighflpured
board; kneaduntil smooth and elasticabout 810minutes. Place in greased bowl, turning to
grease top. Cover; let rise in warm place, free from draft until doubled in bulk, about 1 hour. Punch
down;divide in half. On board heavily sprinkled with cornmeal, roll each piece to thickness of %2
inch.Cutino circles with 30 cookie cutter. Cover.
on lightly greased medium hot griddle, cornmeal side down. Bakebottom is well browned,
about 10 minutes; turn and bake about 10 minutes longer.

Makes D.

The Fair
Hazel entered baked goods at both the county fair and the state fair a number airiohnem a
fewribbons Here ar¢he record of what she entered at the state fair in 1988 andthens that
she receivethen.




School

Hazel did well in school, anshe saved these diplomas and awdrdm elementary andigh
school, including awards for reading, spelling, and shorthand.

SIGNATURES
ch sacth, on tho blanks 08 the hack of this Gard, and relurn with any wugdestions
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Newspaper Clippings

Hazel keptnewspapenrticlesabout hersons and other extended family members. Here are just

a few of those clippingsighlighting Pa & time in Voluntary Servican organ recital dbavid
andPaubs, and Davidds academic accomplishments

y. February 11, 1970
ynteers receive
) service positions

-
_

=
m -

Paul Eby
Kauffman is a member of the Leba~
nite Church, and a 1966 graduate
Union High School. She is a
te of Hesston College, Hesston,
also attended Goshen College,
Ind,, for one year.
than 300 youth and adults stationed
different locations in the United States,
da and Puerto Rico currently serve in
Mennonite Board of Missions Voluntary

s to make every
ation,
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Pictures

Hazel sharedhese picturesfor the first edition of this biographyin the first row arethe
backhouseat her childhood homeher 39 or 4" grade class picture (she is the one withXaan
her skrt) ,andherwedding picture in the second asefamily photdrom her childhoog¢a portrait
of her, herin her cap and gowmand herhigh school gradation picture and in the third arévin
and Evelynherchildhood home, andfamily photowith hersms.


































